PREFACE.                                         Xi

certain number of these latter tacts, and at tlie same
time of indicating the quarter in which the political
student (once set free from a priori assumptions) may
seek materials for a reconstruction  of his   science,
I have examined and analysed the Constitution of the
United States, a topic on which much misconception
seems to be abroad.     There are some who appear to
suppose that it sprang at once from the brain like the
Goddess of Wisdom, an idea very much in harmony
with modern Continental fancies respecting the origin
of Democracy.     I have tried to show that its birth
was in reality natural, from ordinary historical ante-
cedents ; and that its connection with wisdom lay
in the  skill with which sagacious  men,   conscious
that certain weaknesses which it had inherited would
be aggravated by the new circumstances in which it
would be placed, provided it with  appliances  cal-
culated to minimise them or to n3utralise them alto-
gether.  Its success, and the success of such American
institutions as have succeeded, appears to me to have
arisen  rather  from  skilfully applying the curb  to
popular impulses than from giving them the rein.
While the British Constitution has been insensibly
transforming itself into a popular government sur-
rounded on all sides by difficulties,  the American
Federal    Constitution  lias   proved   that,   nearly   a